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This has been an extraordinary year for The Arthur Project. We have successfully managed 
to both expand and refi ne our programming to respond to the needs of young people. And our youth have 
fl ourished!

We continue to have a 100% completion rate for our 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Our mentors report that our 
youths’ confi dence, sense of mattering and communication skills have grown while our families and teachers 
report that our youth are more academically engaged.

While participating in The Arthur Project, our kids fi nd their voices and their strengths. Once shy students raise 
their hands in class and report feeling more motivated to attend school and overcome academic challenges.

Our evidence-based therapeutic mentoring model has been recognized as powerful and impactful by our 
partner organizations and schools. Yet our youths’ needs continue to grow as they are disproportionately 
impacted by our nation’s mental health crises and lack of resources at individual and systemic levels.

While The Arthur Project’s innovative approach to intensive mentoring have been uniquely successful, signifi cant 
work remains as our youth’s needs intensify. We currently serve 300 young people with 30 mentors. And there are 
many more who could benefi t from participating in our programming that we currently cannot serve. 

It is our dream to respond to every youth who hopes to fi nd that special person with whom to bond, share, 
grow and become their highest potential. For that to happen, we need more advocates, more champions, and 
more supporters of youth development initiatives such as ours.

We need you.              

As much as this annual report is a celebration of our kids and The Arthur Project community committed to 
supporting them, it is also an invitation for you to join that community, increase your involvement and/or share 
our work with others.

As you read about the amazing journey of our last year, it is our hope that you will be moved to play a 
signifi cant role in The Arthur Projects’ future with your support and donations. 

Best,

Karen Miner-Romanoff

Travis Montez Johnson

THE ARTHUR PROJECT
BOARD CO-PRESIDENTS

Best,



Estela Lopez and her mentee, 
Malik McGhie, came into 
each other’s lives at a time 
when things weren’t exactly 
perfect. Malik said “my fi rst 
day of middle school was 
rough. I didn’t know anyone, 
and I didn’t know where 
anything was. I just needed 
room to breathe.”

Thus began their year-long 
journey together. And while 
Malik was in middle school 
to learn, he was also there to 
teach. In fact, Estela shared 
that through Malik, she 

learned that middle school students want to share their experiences 
of adolescence - that they want to have a relationship with a trusted 
adult who can be a listening ear. At the same time, they want space 
to explore, to make mistakes, and to be themselves. 

Estela and Malik soon identifi ed some similarities that created a 
foundation for a deep and collaborative relationship. Like Malik, 
The Bronx played a critical role in Estela’s educational journey. 
“My path to become a social worker began at Bronx Community 

College. After graduating in 2022 I got accepted into Lehman 
College, which fi nally led me to graduating with my master’s [of 
social work] at Fordham University.”

Finding this common ground allowed their relationship to fl ourish 
and soon Malik came to view his relationship with Estela as a safe 
place to navigate the trials and tribulations of middle school. He 
shares that before the Arthur Project, life was pretty boring. He 
felt like he was just another student stuck in class. Now, Malik says 
“being a mentee in the Arthur 
Project helped me learn lots of 
things, like [learning] from my 
mistakes. My relationship with 
my mentor is good - we play 
games and talk about life.”

Malik isn’t the only one to 
benefi t from the mentoring 
relationship. Estela shares that 
Malik not only taught her how 
to be a good mentor, but how 
to be a good social worker. 
She says that “every day, I am 
reminded why I took this path 
- to lend support, compassion, 
and a listening ear.” 

THE ARTHUR PROJECT

MENTOR + MENTEE PROFILE:
Estel� Lope� (Mentor) �n� Mali� M�Ghie (Mentee)
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In the vibrant halls of The Meyer Levin School for the 
Performing Arts, two exceptional students stand out as beacons 
of academic and personal achievement. 2024 Valedictorian, Ashley 
Dorvil and Salutatorian, Kayla Termilus are shining examples of 
dedication and excellence. But they share more than just their 
academic accolades - they are both proud participants in 
The Arthur Project’s mentoring program. 

Ashley and Kayla have so much to celebrate - it is their determination, 
hard work and dedication to their education that led these 
achievements. The support of their mentors - through The Arthur 
Project’s unique therapeutic mentoring program - also played a 
pivotal role in their journey to success, underscoring the profound 
impact of mentorship and support on young lives. In fact, they both 
share that through their relationships with The Arthur Project mentors, 
they learned to set and achieve important personal goals.

These accomplishments are a testament to the transformative 
power of The Arthur Project. As Kayla and Ashley move forward, 
their success stories will continue to inspire others, highlighting 
the transformative impact of mentorship for young people. 

THE ARTHUR PROJECT: 
Nurturin� Su� e�  �t Th e Meyer Levin
    Schoo � for the Performin� Arts
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In July of 2024, a group of eager 8th grade middle school 
students embarked on an enriching journey with The Arthur Project’s 
Youth Leadership Institute summer program.The program ran until 
August 15 and was designed specifically for students who were rising 
freshmen in high school. It was an exciting blend of educational 
enrichment, creative exploration, and  
community engagement. 

Throughout the six-week program, students participated in a variety 
of activities and outings that aimed to foster personal growth and 
academic readiness. Here’s a glimpse of just a few things they 
participated in:

• CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS
• BEAT THE BOMB
• FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOPS
• FIELD TRIP TO SIX FLAGS

The Arthur Project’s Youth Leadership Institute Summer Program is 
more than just a series of activities; it’s a comprehensive approach 
to preparing students for the next stage of their academic journey. 
By combining creative, educational, and recreational activities, the 
program ensures a well-rounded experience that addresses various 
aspects of personal and academic development. It not just prepares 
students for high school; it’s equipping them with the skills, knowledge, 
and confidence to become active, engaged, and successful individuals. 
By investing in these young leaders today, the Arthur Project is paving 
the way for a brighter, more empowered future. 

The Arthur Project’s 
YOUTH  
LEADERSHIP  
INSTITUTE  
SUMMER  
PROGRAM:   
EMPOWERING 
FUTURE
FRESHMEN
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THE ARTHUR PROJECT

This year, The Arthur Project: 

Engaged 27 social work  
students as therapeutic  

mentors 

Served 300 middle  
school students 

 

Provided up to 500 hours  
of mentoring per student

= one student= one therapeutic mentor = five hours
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Arthur Project mentees:

Gain  
CONFIDENCE 

 Improve their  
MENTAL HEALTH 

Strengthen  
COMMUNICATION  

skills 

Improve  
PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS 

and are more likely to 
PERSIST through challenges

Become BETTER 
ADVOCATES – for 

themselves and others

Improve  
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, 

including grades and 
attendance 



THE ARTHUR PROJECT

Je� ic� Gr�enawalt, P�D. LCSW

REFLECTIONS FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Community,

As we refl ect on the past year, I am honored to share with you the 
tremendous progress and impact we have achieved at The Arthur 
Project. Serving as the Executive Director of our innovative mentoring 
nonprofi t has been both a privilege and a profound responsibility.

Though there is much to celebrate, I’d be remiss to not speak truth 
to the challenges of the past year, including ongoing political and 
social shifts that have directly impacted the lives of the students 
and families we serve. In response, our organization has remained 
steadfast in our commitment to innovation, listening attentively 
to community needs, and implementing new strategies to fi ll 
critical gaps in support for our mentees during uncertain times. 
By remaining adaptable and proactive, we have strengthened our 
impact and reinforced our commitment to equity and inclusivity.

Amidst these challenges, I have also seen the power of mentorship 
in action. Our mentors - who bring a wealth of diverse perspectives 
and experiences - have continued to serve as steadfast role 
models and advocates, providing crucial care, guidance, and 
encouragement to our mentees. Their dedication and compassion 

have made a profound difference in the lives of young people 
facing unprecedented social pressures and uncertainties.

The current political and social climate has underscored the 
importance of our mission more than ever before. It has highlighted 
the inequalities and disparities that exist within our city - and beyond 
- and reinforced the urgency of our work. As we move forward, I am 
committed to creating opportunities for young people to experience 
healing, growth, and exploration. I am also committed to advocating 
for systemic change that empowers all young people to reach their 
fullest potential. I hope you will join me. 

I am inspired by the resilience and strength of our community. 
Together, we will continue to make a meaningful impact in the lives of 
young people and contribute to a more just and equitable society.

In solidarity,

      
Dr. Jessica Greenawalt, LCSW 
Executive Director and Co-Founder  
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Destiny J. Kirk, the Brooklyn Education Advocate for 
The Arthur Project, is a proud Brooklyn native who has dedicated 
her life to serving the diverse communities of her hometown. 
Her deepest passion lies in assisting and uplifting those in 
need, including youth, the homeless, the mentally ill, LGBTQIA 
individuals, and low-income populations. Her dedication to 
community service is evident through her numerous initiatives, 
such as organizing annual toy drives, community givebacks, 
scholarships, and workshops.

One of Destiny’s most signifi cant accomplishments occurred in 
2020 when she organized a march in Brooklyn to address gun 
violence within the Black community. This impactful event brought 
together 500 constituents, including over 200 youth, as well as key 
community and state stakeholders, to spark vital conversations and 
actions towards combating this critical issue.

With her background as a former educator, Destiny has a profound 
understanding of the disparities and inequalities faced by Black 
and Brown children in the NYC education system. This experience 
has made her transition to the role of an Education Advocate 
seamless and effective. Her commitment to advocacy and education 
has been recognized through her recent appointment as a Youth 
Ambassador for Mayor Eric Adams and her honor as one of 
Brooklyn’s Power Professionals.

When she is not advocating, teaching, or learning, Destiny enjoys 
reading, traveling, fashion, and spending quality time with her loved 
ones. Her unwavering dedication to her community continues to 
inspire and drive positive change in Brooklyn and beyond. 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

M�e t Ou r
BRONX 
EDUCATION 
ADVOCATE, 
DESTINY KIRK
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LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT YEAR
Our TAP community — much like our global 
community — continue to face a host of challenges. 
Amidst these difficulties, it’s easy to become disillusioned 
and disheartened and to believe the myth that we cannot 
make a difference.

Today we share our hope and belief that we can and will 
make a difference and that the young people we serve will 
continue to grow and thrive. We hold this hope because 
we’ve seen firsthand the difference our program makes. 
The data shows that our program supports young people 
in getting better grades and improving their attendance, in 
improving their relationships with peers and teachers and 
in developing essential life skills. 

More compelling is the impact that our young people 
share – that because of their mentors, they feel safe, feel 
seen, and can imagine new possibilities for themselves. 
Because of our small afterschool groups, they feel a sense 
of belonging with peers they had never connected with. 
Because of our Saturday activities, they visited a museum 
in Manhattan for the first time in their life. We hear our 

parents say that without The Arthur Project, they would 
not have known their child was struggling with their mental 
health and would not have the tools to support them. 
We hear our Principal say that partnering with The Arthur 
Project was one of the best decisions they ever made in 
their role as Principal. 

As our impact grows – so does the need for programming 
like ours. Over the next year, we will deepen our 
collaboration with our current partner middle schools as 
we establish new partnerships with additional NYC middle 
schools. We will continue to listen to our stakeholders and 
refine our programming to meet their needs. 

And we will remain hopeful. The radiance of our young 
people will keep this hope ignited and light our path as we 
support them through another year of healing, growth, and 
exploration. 

WILL YOU JOIN US? 



Community Holiday Celebration
This past year, The Arthur Project hosted a 
spectacular Community Holiday Event at the High City  
Lofts in Manhattan, NYC. The festive gathering brought 
together The Arthur Project community - all eager to 
celebrate the season with a blend of music, art, and  
creative activities.

The party was kicked off by DJ Dot from 105.1, whose 
vibrant music set the perfect tone for the festivities.  
Guests danced and enjoyed a lively atmosphere,  
thanks to DJ Dot’s energetic beats.

Adding to the musical charm of the event, Kelly Baker, 
a talented Sony Music artist, delivered a captivating live 
performance. The event also featured an interactive 
painting session with renowned visual artist Steve 
Camillone. Guests also got to indulge in a unique sensory 
experience, with Alexis Grugeon-led perfume-making 
sessions. Between the good food, great music, and creative 
activities, there was something for everyone to enjoy.

We hope you will join us this year in celebration of our 
vibrant Arthur Project community. 
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Please Mark Your Calendars for Our Next Community Holiday Celebration, December 14th, 2024

Be on the lookout for more details 



 

THANK YOU PARTNERS AND DONORS 
Murray & Samantha Abeles
Ramzi Abu Jazar
Tracy Adams
Rachel Akana
Antwi Akom
Jordan Albert
Kelsie Alexander
Dan Alford
Alka Amar
Vikram Amar
Jose Arias
Joseph Arias
Shad Azimi
Brook Bachesta
James Bachesta
Jennifer Bader
Kiran Bal
Hannah Bargon
Matt Barrio
Michael Bartimer
Missy Basile
Kathy Bellavance
Sam Benavides
Nicholas Bhachu
Joseph Biernat
Nicole Bingham
Shannon Blackman
Morgan Bounds
Daphney Boutin
Greta Brechnitz
Elizabeth Breza
Jasmine Brigham
Kerry Broe
Mary Broe
Mimi Brosler

Adam Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Chris Brunau
Brian Burns
Kelly Burns
Jennifer Calery
Joseph Caltado
Douglas Camerano
Denise Campos
Isachaly Campusano
Bridget Capasso
Michael Capasso 
Mary Ann Carlson
Gabriel Carrillo
Jen Casale
Laurie and Carl Casazza
Liz Casazza-McGrew 
Mary Cataldo
Elizabeth Ceisler
Victor Chang
Brent Chase
Meghan & Gurdane Chatrath
Divya Chhabra
Jenna Chuck
Adrian Cioinigel
Elizabeth Clark
Lea Cojot
Alec Conarro
Charlie Conarro
Mackenzie Conarro
Timothy Conarro
Alexandria Connaro
Shanti Conway
Kate Costa
Chuck Cotter

George Cpin
Laura Daley
Patricia Daly
Faye Davis
Liz Deambrosio
Peter Delbalso
Gail Denisky
Curtis Dennis
Joannie Diaz
Olivia Dilorati
Thomas Dinunzio
Kameron Dodge
Julia Dodig
Nicholas Dodig
Thomas Dodig
Mel Dreyer-Rivera
Ella Dunn
Michael Dunn
Brian Earley
Alexandra Eaton
Jose Echegaray
Patti Echegaray
Jose Eguizabal
Robert Eley
Roberta Eley
Sean Enfel
Peter Erickson
Sophia Espinoza
Ryan Euell
Abby Evans
Angela Fan
Jason Fass
Martin Feinman
Liam Finn
Honey Sue Fishman

Raymond Fleming
Sophia Fleming
Kristen Flores
Brooke Fodor-Cpin
Renee France
Rose Franco
Maria Freitag
Ellis Fried
Corinne Friend
Will Gabelman
Patrick Gannon
Genesis Garcia
Seema Garg
Jennifer Gavin
Vlad Georgescu
Shomit Ghosh
Austin and Lily Glass
Heather Glass
Patricia Glass
Marjorie Goldner
Marco Gomez
Ronaldo Gonzalez
Victoria Gonzalez
Jaclyn Goodman
Mark Goodman
Michael Gosselin
Amanda Gould
Sara Graham
Jim & Suzanne Greenawalt
Bill Greene
Alexis Grugeon
Shanika Gunaratna
Anna Catherine Gurosky
Lisa Gurrera
Anne Hall
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Deena Hanna
Tanya Hanna
Tara Hanna
Clare Hauch
Alexis Hawes
Andrew Heiberger
Haley Heiberger
Nicole Heiberger
Michael Heiferman
Kevin Hinkle
Anya Hodes
Logan Hoff
Ben Holbrook
Ciara Hopkinson
Jamie Hort
Craig Huff
Candice Hunter
Carole and Tim Hurley
Lori Hurwitz
Emma Hussey
Nicole Huynh
Alexandra Irizarry
Jenny Jacobs
Nazila Jaharrian
Emily Jakobsen
Ryan Jenal
Jamal Jeter
Darcy Johnson
Travis Johnson
Ashley Jones
Tatiana Karadimitriou
Robert Kartheiser
Laura Katz
Tatum Kennedy
Chris Kenney
Mallory Kilmer
Max Kim
Howard Klein

Taylor Knott
Josh Knowles
James Konstant
Joey Kopriva
David Kronenberg
Avnee Kumar
Randye Kwait
Stephanie La Mendola
Haley Lankau
Matthew Largarto
Stacey Lauren
Tom Lauria
Alyssa Lauricella
Catherine laylin
Robin Laylin
Meehan Lenzen
Howard Lev
Samuel Levy
Jeffrey Lewis
Lorraine Lewis
Eileen Libutti
David Lindsey
Stephen Logan
Steve Logan
Elisa Lombardi
Rosalie Lombardi
Jeane Lopez-Muniz
Taylor Losi
Hannah Louis
Morgan Lozano
Chiajou Lu
Joe Luchs
Robinson Lynn
Annie Mach
Sarah MacLeod
Keith Mages
Jerald Maghirang
Tak Mak

Asher Malech
Melody Maner
Rosalba Mannino
West Glenn Manor
Taylor Marrs-Brown
Benny Martin
Christopher Mazur
Bridget McCall
Patrick McCall
Katie Mccloskey
Dawnmarie McEvoy
Sarah McGrath
Brian McGrew
Jordan McGrew
James Mcveigh
Kristeen Mehta
Tony Merola
Heba Mersal
Niko Mesa
Lucy Miller
Ben Millstein
Karen Miner-Romanoff
David Mohammadi
Maarten Moog
Anton Moore
Felix Morel
Daniel Moreno
Kurtis Morneault
Paulina Munoz
Barbara Murray
Elizabeth Muscarella
Jeff Muti
May Nazareno
Marie-Camille Negrin
Vanessa Neumann
Dwight & Barbra Newell
Shelby Newell
Lauren Orsino

Carmen P.
Nicholas Palko
Mitale Pande
Andy Paolino
Kalindi Parikh
Mayur Patel
Jason Patience
David Perez
Wallis Perry
Brendan Peters
Joscelyn Peters
Marius Pfhaler
Seema Phekoo
Sarah Phillips
Paulina Piekarska
Wesner Pierre
Emily Pons
Mark Popowski
Marvin Posada
Sean Quadlin
Eric Rafla-Yuan
Kyle B. Rahn
Mizael Ramos
Kelly Randall
Michael Randolph
Darshan Rangnath
David Raymond
Judith Raymond
Beatrice Rechnitz
Jared Rechnitz
Kyle Rechnitz
Trevor Rechnitz
Wayne Rechnitz
Kelly Renner
David Retter
Christine Reyes-Posligua
Kasia Reyes
Luis Reyes
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**Please note this list was compiled on 
8/2/2024. If you believe there is an error in 
the report, or you would like to be removed 
from future reporting, please contact: 
ecasablanca@thearthurproject.org

Walter Richter
Elizabeth Riehl
Jasmine Rivera
Frances Rocco
Lauren Rogers
Jack Romanoff
Jordan Romanoff
Matt Romanoff
Sam Romanoff
Aran Ron
Emily Ross
Dalyn Rug
Jared Ryu
Manoj S.
Vanessa Salcedo
Ronald Sanchez
Stacey and Stan Sandberg
DeMarois Sarah
Eric Sarb
Michael Sardinia
Sherri Savad
David Savage
Tasha Savas
Nicole Schapira
Abbey Scheid
Patricia Schepp
Glenn Schlossberg
Johanna Schmitt
Sherri Schnall
Nicole Schumann
Felix Seda
Dominic Seibold
Emanuel Sepulveda
Shalin Shah
Vivek Sharma
Ramy Sharp
Robert Sharp
Jackson Sheu

Nina Shtraus
Greg Skipper
Susan Skipper
Madison Skudlarek
Jack Sleeper
Connor Smith
Hannah Smith
Andrew Somma
Lauren Stanley
Brian Steel
Jackson Stone
Marc Strent
Ron Suchan
Belen Sullivan Taetle
Brandon Tarbert
Jose Taweel
Krystal Tena
Jennifer Tenezaca
Rusti Tisdale
Elysse Torresi
Linda Torresi
Michelle Trotman
Bayley Tuch
Steven Tyler
Christina Urrea
Hunter Urrea
Ashley Vargas
Stewart Viera
Stephen Wecker
Caitlin Weldon
Jeff Wenzinger
Ashley Whang
Maurice Wieser
Shirley Williams
Kayla Wilson
Jesse Wolfson
Miriam Wynn
Soo Young Kim

Charles Zamorano
Joseph Zarou
Ariel Zommer
Aleksandr Zverinskiy
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Foundation and Corporate Supporters 
AVO Construction
CAC Industries
Capital One
Nicole D. Fox and Michael C. Fox Charitable Fund
Keith Haring Fund 
The Harman Family Foundation
Kronenberg-Dearmont Family Charitable Fund
The Marrus Family Foundation
DJ McManus
The Miner-Romanoff Family
Mizuho
Mother Carbrini Health Foundation
Pinkerton Foundation
Prosper Road Foundation
Quontic
RBC
Rosenthal & Rosenthal
Sigma Worldwide
SparkYouth
Tarter Krinsky and Drogin, LLP
Temple St Clair LLC
The Peter and Jeanne Charitable Fund
The Wellness Classroom
William T. Grant Foundation
van Ameringen Foundation
Yankee Stadium Community Benefits Fund



This year, The Arthur Project (TAP) 
celebrated our 2nd Annual 

Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament, 
with a turnout of 150 guests. 

THROUGH YOUR GENEROSITY, 
WE RAISED AN ASTOUNDING 

$113,648.00
TOWARDS OUR MISSION.

In addition, we gave away ten (10) high-end prizes, 
including a weekend away in Punta Cana, Dominican 

Republic, New York Knicks Tickets, and Notre 
Dame versus Army Football tickets, amongst 

other fantastic items.

This event wouldn’t have been possible without 
the support of our key sponsors: 

The Miner-Romanoff Family, Quontic Bank, Sigma 
Worldwide, Tarter Krinsky & Drogin, AVO Construction, 

Rosenthal Business Credit, and Tiary Jewelry.  
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THE ARTHUR PROJECT

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK PARTNER SCHOOLS



 
OUR STAFF
Candice Brown-Saunders, LMSW 
Program Director 

Emanuel Casablanca 
Sr. Director of Development 
& Communications 

Jessica Greenawalt, LCSW, PhD 
Co-Founder & Executive Director 

Destiny Kirk 
Brooklyn Education Advocate  

Teana Martin-Tanner, LMSW 
Bronx Program Manager 

Petra Vega, LMSW 
Bronx Cinical Site Coordinator 

Charlene Vernon, LMSW 
Program Manager

Natalie Persaud, BSW
Bronx Education Advocate 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Joseph Cataldo
Liz Ceisler
Divya Chhabra
Marco Gomez
Deena Hanna
Robinson Lynn
Liz Casazza McGrew
Kristeen Mehta
Karen Miner-Romanoff
Travis Montez
Jeffrey Muti
May Nazareno
David Raymond
Jordan Romanoff
Krystal Tena



YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY.
YOUR GENEROUS GIFT WILL:

600 Third Avenue, Suite 200, New York, NY 10016
212-381-6138  l  info@thearthurproject.org  l  thearthurproject.org

 FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL: 

 PROVIDE therapeutic mentoring services to over 300 middle school students 

 FACILITATE over 100+ hours of training and support for our social work mentor interns

 PROVIDE up to 500 hours of services each year for each student

 SUPPORT the expansion of our program into New York City schools

https://thearthurproject.org/donate/index.php

DONATE NOW!


